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DeaTit OF A LAk ERIE HERO.—Captain XeDride,
whose death tcok place In Milwaukee last Savelay,
was wheeltman on the Eno (o 134), wien that
sleamboat was turncd on Lake Erle, by © hich: disas-
ter—thc firat of any maznitnds to occur on the
JAKkes—300 ;umigrants, 11ty cabin passcagers and all
the vessel's ofticers and crew but apbout twelhie were
burned or drowaced. Only about fifty Uves were
saved, passenzers and crew. McDride remalned at
the wheel ull the nNames enveloped the pllot bouse, |
and after cutting loose and throwing overboard
many aricles 1o fdoat the passenzers he £aved his
own life by the sama means, During the ten ycars
1o wltich ne commanded the steamer Detrolt Cap-
taln Mciride crossel Lake Michigsan In her 2,7s1

| 2?::53:1,.‘ hout a single accldcns to passenger, Crew

Page 13, bottom of column 2

The Hartford Daily Courant (Hartford, Connecticut), March 30, 1871, p. 1, c. 9:

Capt. McBride, whose death took place in
Milwaukee, Sunday. 12th inst., was wheela-
man on the Erie, iv 1841, when that stea:n-
toat was burned on Lake Erie, by which dis-
aster—the firet of any magaitude to occur on
the lakes—300 immigrants, 3 cabin passen-
gers, and all tho vessel's officers and crow bt
about 12, were burned or drowned. Only
about 50 lives were saved—passengers aud
crevr. McBride remained at the wheel tiil
the Cameggnveloped the pilot house, nud at-
ter cuttngooee end throwvingoverbosdwany
articles to ticat the pa:sengers, Be sat¢qd bix
own life by the same medu«,




THE WASHINGTON REPORTER, MARCH 11, 1874.

L FALLEN HEBO.

»
A mg:;r::'z:'.‘%.2':::.,,‘1'&?.‘.2,"'
(From (b2 Edie Diapaied, rmhy 36,)

«Rificon duy? in juil for vagrancy’' wes
the sentenc? yestorday imposed- on James
gafferty,  B72Y houded, wonderiog vaga-
pond of tbe bappy go-lucky stripe, who is
searcaly evor sober, but who, druok or
sober, i3 barmiess o all except himself.
Howss & bero onee; 0no of the typo of
fnen in “eslity that John Hays must bave

imagined whon ha wro'e the graphic lines
of the eagineer of tho Prairio Bell.

«I')l hold her nozzle ugin the hauk
Till the last galoot's ashore.”

On the 9th of August 1841, tbe slosm-
boat Erie, then the finest on tho lakes, and
which bad only wade ber tris] trip previous-
Jy—baving then oo board a large pumber
of tbe citizens of Erie, with their families,
aod aleo the “Presque Islo band,’’ which
bed stayed on from the time of the trisl
excursion—loft Bulialo for this port. It
was a bright, sunoy day, and the lake was

almost & dosd cslm., When nearing

Daokirk the boat was discovered to be on
fire,and tho fames spread rapidly. She
was beaded for shore, and tbe horror-
strickon passengors crowded the forward
tt of tho boat as she clovo through the
wator, Two men wero standing st the | |
wheel, Almrn Fuller,of Wesleyvillo, and| L Referto
James Luferty—tbo drunken vagabond :;’emgfanlul"
sent to j‘“ ’“lofd‘y-—ot Brie. I1tseems | article from
od slmoat cortain tbat the boat could not the New
reach the beach, aod overything that would Hampshire
float & humsn being Was wado use of, as Patriot.
geogersanicre? threw themsalves overs
board, but whilo tbord Was lifo there wog
hope. Almon Fulwer droppod  whore [ L[ “uimer isan
he stood, d_ying st bis post. Jame® _J obvious misprint.
Laferty stayed though bis clothes were oo
firo, bis bair buroed off and bunds and
face crisped by the scorching heat, and
oply absndoned his post when the Erie
was sinking. A number of persons were
Jost in that sppslling disaster, but the
¢ majority wero saved. The wheel.
mao who bad bsrely escaped with lifo and
¢ the memory of the one who died where he
/ worked, wero konorad then, but that is
_ upwstds of thirty years 8gQ and tho sur-
viving hero of that dey is mow only &
drunken vagsbond who must soon drop
% unooticed into 8 pauper’s grave.
] “And ore we so roon forgotten.”

p.7,c.1




New Hampshire Patriot (Concord, N.H.), April 8, 1874, p. 4, c.2:

A Faruex llero. The Erie Dispatch, of
February 26, saya : “IFifteen days in jail
for vagraucy" wae the eentence impoeed on
James Lafferty, a gray-beaded, wandering
vagubond of the happy-go-lucky stripe, who
is scarcely ever sober, but who, drunk or
suber, is harmless to all except himsell.
lle was o bhero onece : one of the men in
reality that Jubn Hay mast have imagined
wlien he wrote the graphic lines of theen-
gineer of the Prairie Belle :

#1171 hold her nazzle agaiust the bank,
U'nti! the last galoot’s ashore.”

On the 9th of August, 1841, the s'eam-
boat Erie, then the finest on the lakes, and
which bad only made her trial trip pre-
\iouslfy--baving then on board a large num-
ber of the citizens of Erie, with their fam-
ilies, and also the “‘Presque Island Band,”
which had etayed on from the time of the
tricl excursion—Ilcft Buflulo for this port,
It was o bright, sunny day.and the lake
was aimcet & ¢ead calm. When nearing
Dunkirk the boat was discovered to be on
fire, and the flames rpread rapidly. She

' was licaded for shure, and the horror-strick-
- en passengers crowded the forward part of
' the boas as ske clove through the water.

Two men were standing at the wheel, Al-
mon Fuller of Wesleywille, and James Lal-
ferty —the drunken vagabond sent to jail——
of Ene. Itceemed almost certain that the
boat could not reach the beach, and every-
thing that would float » buman being was
made use of as passengers and crew threw

' themselves overboard, but while there was
. life there was hope. Almen Fuller dropped

| Lafferty stayed, t

where Le stood, dying at his post. James
gungh his clothes were on
fire, his bair burned off, and bands and face

crisped by the scorcking heat, and only
abandon his t when the Erie wss
sioking, A number of persons were lost in

that apjalling disaster, but the great ma-
{:‘l’it were saved. The wheelman who bad

rely escaped with hislife and the memory
of one who died where he worked, were
bonored then, but that is upwatd of thirty
years 8go, and the surviving hern of that
day is now only a drunken tegabond, who

must soon drop unmoticed into a pauper’s
grave.

This is the only article
thus far discovered
which purports that
“two men” were
“standing at the wheel”
of the Erie. The body of
the wheelsman
Augustus Fuller
(mistakenly reported as
“Luther Fuller” by the
Buffalo Commercial
Adveriser in 1841) was
identified. “Almond“
(not ,,Almon“) Fuller of
Wesleyville was
Augustus Fuller’s
father.
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A STRUGGLE FOR LIFE.

A Reminlscence of the Lakes.

event occurred thirty years ago, fur-
nished the Toledo Blade by a contrib-
utor, will be read with Interest by
many of our citizens:

Editors Blade—I noticed an article.in
the Jilade of March 30, referring to the
deuth of Captain MeBride. You state
that he was a wheelman on thoe steam-
boat Erle, whon she burned on the
night of Aungust 9, 1841, - This, I think,
is a mistake. Captain MeBride had o
brother on borrd the ‘Erio who wns &
wheelman; he was badly burned, und

wards; his name was Jerome. Captain
or Dennis McBride was tirst mate of
the ill-fated Krie. ; = '

Now, ns I was on board the Erie,and
one of the saved, pernit e to say a
few words concerning Cuptain Mec-
Bride, myself and others. I was sit-
ting on the boller deck convorsing with
some of the passengers, when I hearda
heavy, dead sound at the boiler be-
low—somectlling llke a blast under-
ground. - I sprang-to my feot and ran
nit as fast L could. My impression was
that the boiler was about.to burst. As
I pasged over the shaft, T looked back
and saw the bout was fu flamos. I
passcd on, and when near the stern,
ot over the ruiling and stood on - the
outer edge of the ﬁuard, ready to take
anything thap might present itselfthat
would buoy me up,and at this moment a
scene presented itself that beggars de-
scription. Some were crylnr out, ‘“we
are lost;" others were calling upon
(‘od to bave mercy upon them; others
n

wife?” *“Whkere are my children?
Tho flro and smoke were becomine

The following reminiscence of the
steamboat Xrie, ofl Sllver Creek, which'

died at Krle two or three days after- |

most frantle cried out, ““Where is my :
)

L L Siiis  ie mewwemrem
almost sullocating, still I stood on the
edge of tho l;:um-d. Soon I heard the
volce of MebBride giving the command:
“Over-with this boat]”” The boat was
soon thrown over, and as it passed the
guurd the first mate (Captain Me Brlde%
sprang into it, and as soon as it reachec

the water I spravg for it and landed
safolr into it. The Erie ‘at this-time
was in full motlon, going up the lake.

There was a lnrge ropo uttached to the
small bost, gaj}jed the painter (Lthink),

which was cither fustenad to the
steamer, or got foul, and when it
straightoned up swaraped us inn mo-|
ment. - 1 got away from. it altogether,

and when [ nrose to the surlace I saw
the smnll- boat betyeen me and- the
burning steamer. I swam for it with
all my. strength. By this time this
large rope I spoke of had hroken loose
from the steamer and Jloated directly
toward me, and In _swimming 1
got hold of 1t and drew my-
'salf to the hont. When I got to
her shie . was -right side up, but filled
with water. Many by this time bad
swam to her, as winny gs could gethold
of her, und a8 soon a8 possible 1 got
into her, A very short time after she
rolled ovor,.and | got away from-her
agein; however, I swam to her agafn,
or ngnear as I gould get, for by s
thme there were about a8 niany around
her as could cling to her. I did the
next beat -thing, laid hold of the first
man [ came to,.who lappened to be a
German. But-now came the tug of
war; he, to save his own life, made
every cilort In his power to kick me ofl,
| while my own hife depended on my
| grasp on’him. - Ho soon found he could:
| not kick me ofl} so he elbowetl those at
| his side and made room lor wme. He
- then reached and got me Ly the collar
and drew me to his gide, threw his arm
around my neck and gave- mo a kiss.
Ifhe is yet nlive, my soul says God
bless that German. - The-boat was bot-




|5

IChe 18 yet anlive, m'ly soul says God
bless that German. - The boat was bot-
tom side up at this time; g0 In order to
ride the waves, McBride, and Willlam
Huoghos, second miate, got on her bot-
toni, and slid from side to slde, to keep
tier {n ‘that position, ps wo counld ride
the waves fn no other way. T'ho lake.
was veory ‘rough -at this tlmeh and
wo lay In the troughs of a heavy
sea. Up to this time I lad been
undor water nearly onc-third of tho
time; my strength began to fall,
and I remembered I bhad. & wife and
child out in the then far west whom I
loved as I did my own life. [ then and
there made n vow before McBrido and |
Hughes and others to God that if he |
would sparo mo for the sake of my
wile and child, I would serve him
falthfully, all. my -days. Now-lct me
hore say that I expect to bless. God
whilo 1 live, and praise him. to all
et>ruity, that [ made that vow. Shortly
nfter this I &0 to pramp io my right
leg and hip.* MeBrido drew up on'the
boat and l.fuwo,mo such a slapping as. 1
never had before; this put the blood '
circilation sud crampleft me. .. . <.«
‘About this time the stcawer Dewltt
Clinton camo to our rélief. " Every eye
was upon- ber, and shout atter shout
ront the alr. 1 begged tho'mion to keep
the curve of our boat, for If she should
roll over now “in our weak condition
tiie most of us wonld perish. McBride:
told them the same thing, A short time
uiter she rolled over. Sho came toward:
moe and J hung to’ ner keel ;lxmkihg be
would como out on -the other side, but’
I'found I  was under her. bottom.’ I
held my breath aboutasloog as I could.
I folt aboye me and got:hold of some
one's foot. "I soon foudd it was Moe-
Bride. Ilo took me‘by the hair and
drew me safoly to her keolagaln.”-My
prediction was true: all but four were |

Iost. : Bhortly after: this' happened ‘we’
were picked up by a boat sent from the

Clinton, and taken on 'board the,
steamer and all our wants attended to.

Here we found Jerome McBride, whose"
back was nlmost burned to a crisp. e
was saved by hanging on to one of the’
anchor. quplns:: It 80 happencd that
the lpad whs“lying- directly above him,'

anQ-when--it-melted- it -ran--down  his|
back. Yoor man, he suffered terribly. |
After: pitking iup: all:that “could” ‘be'f
found, we were’taken bk to” Buftalo, |

We remalned in Bullalo some three
days, whey I parted with AcBride,

| Iloved the. dear man; he had.becn an

fnstroment in the hand of God'tosave
mie from & walery grave. When he. de-
varted " for'his home, whiéh was Eftle;
>y I walked: with him to the steamer:
and handed him a paper, on the edge of
w_hlrslh I bhad written” thé- following
WOrds: ;

“Deur Friend—If misfortune’ should |

evor:gvertake-you, look me up;’and as

long as I have one crust of bread I will.|

divideawvith?you. I'live in Jo¢ Davieds:
county, Illinois.”

1 have never seen "that noble; kind-
hearted sallor from that day to this.
Peace to his-.ashes. I trust we shall
meet again. when the. contlict is over
and tho victory won. .« e o e

< HiRAXM DEGRAFP..

-

Apple River, Ill., April §, 1871.
- B .

Page 3, Column 3

The Philadelphia Inquirer, November 26, 1900, p. 4, c. 3:

'LAST SURVIVOR OF

ILL-'FATED ERIE IS DEAD

James Lafferty Succumbs to Meart

Discase

Spectal to The Iagnirer.

ERIE, Pa., Nov. 25.—~James Lafferty,
the last survivor of the ill-fated steamer
Erie, burned Aungust, 1841, dled here sud-
denly of heart dieease.




Yet
another
intoxicated
James
Lafferty?

Cleveland Leader, Sept. 30, 1903, p. 11, c. 4:

POLICE COURMT.
Room 1—Judge IMegdler.. . .
Intoxication—Orin G. Hunt, clty hospl-
-tal; John Smith, Adolph Peterson, Pat-

rick Rush, John -Jones, Mary Casey,
FJamas - Lafterty,s Johu Howaid, - Maggle
Brooks, James Austin, FFrank Fllckepge_r.
Ed Connors, Patrick Mengan, Iieo McCue,
Patrick Lindsay, James Gillespie, Michnel
Sullivan, Michael Btirke, Martin Patton,.
Michael Barraett, Herbért Porrapce, Jo~
seph Masek, James Drake, I'rank Crook-
er, \Willlam Rjchards, John f ryca.k‘ Johtt
Hetkman, “~Hatrick  Pickett, Charles

lynn, Aaron Rausch, Robert McCnnn.

arry Rabeck, John Terak, dlschargoed;
Mjchuel Thornton, Jijunes McDonald, pro-
bation, October 30; John O'Rourke, costs
and ten gdays; pucy Jrank; $25, costs, and.

thilrty days; TThomas Campbell, $1 and
Ccosts, o



