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. DESTRUCTION OF THE STEAMBOAT ERIE.
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‘»'Wu.'Huglnm—My age is 25; 1 am a

seaman; -have followed that business ‘seven years,
-th mm_w.mm;.mm-um

‘board.the Erie thisseason- ;i QARNTGH |

-, {Witness described tho duties “that stayon;
. i-gre. principally | a 3 58 ;

G sy i R

&b etiotia o leaving port._on -Monsny last, saw &
Barrel of white lead‘anid & sallér’ etk ‘of oil, and
assisted to stow it forward. . There was a female
enger on-hoard who wes - going 1o Milwaukje;
among ler,luggage Wwere some jarsof pickles, or
preserves; which 1 direcied the imlefi 16" put on the
‘boiler deck, and those-only; saw no ‘other articles
on'the boilef deck; if any bad been placed thers
would have seen them; saw no demijohnson board;
saw, however, Miller’'s men come on§oard with
small kegs, having the heads out, and such ss are
-used for.paint pote. Being informed that these men
were going to Erie, I gave orders that their things
‘should be stowed forward;-one of the men said he
would look after the things bimself; thinks that il
any paint pots had been placed on the boiler desk
Jie should certainly’ have seen them; saw persons
lying on the boiler ‘deck; was- fofward when the
fire broke out; saw Capt. T. conversing with a
ut gentleman; heard a hissing sound, he jumped
alt and saw the syklight windows illuminated from
she flames below. The flames came up in a large
body through the scuttle instantaneonsly; jumped
forward and informed the captain of the fire; then
ran to the passage way and called below for the
men to:get the buckets and rig the engine imme-
diantely; ran to the fire engine and found the flames
coming fiercely from below, high :as the . walking-
beam; ran forward to clear away the small boate;
there I saw My. Clemens; saw. several others at
flie bows; many Swise were in the-boats before
they: were clear of the decks. 1 ordered them out,
but they did not obey, so I jumped in and threw
them out; the boat was .then lowered, and as she
was on, her way to the water many persons jumped
in,'and she’ sbon filled. " Heard" Capt., T. calling
out to *‘stopber,” but. could not see him for ‘the
smoke;. jumped over: among the others, .and was
afterwards picked up by the, Clinton; ‘is of opinion
| that there were 300 persons.on. board at the time of

the accident, . .. =




- Edgar Clemens'sworn.—Aged - 27 years; ‘is 18t :
engineer of the steamboat Erie; actéd in that capa-
city three years; was on board “on Monday last at
the time-of the fire; .did not see any ‘demijohns of
tarpentine on board. Half an hour before the fire,
went down below t¢ éxamine urder and-about the
boilers to see il .all was safe, s was usual every
watch; watchis’six hours, There had been some
néw brick work laid under the boiler or ash pan;
while below he.could see the under side of the boil-
er deck; ‘looked up; saw no fire; bad-no light with
him. The side-of the boat is covered -with white-
wash and salt, as a protection againat fire; twenty
inches between boilers and boilér deck; round the
smoke pipe, ‘the boiler deck "is lined with tin or
zine; grating in boiler deck to let off heated air;
deck gets hot, but could lie upon it. There are
holes in the corner of the builer deck to try water
in boilers, Which is done every fifteen minutes; he
looked into these holes and tried water 15 minutes
before; he was standing by the engine by the start-
ing bars, when {he fire broke out. ‘There was 2}
inches water in the ash-pari; ‘when *fire ‘broke out
had just been oiling and fixing machinery framing;
a stormy night: heard an_explosion like the light .
blest of rock; instantly afier saw fire just aft of the
smoke pipe, on boiler deck; . he was looking in the
direction of boiler deck at the time;. atfention call- .
ed by the cry of children; explosion, fire and roll-
ing of paint kegs were all seen .and heard at the
same instant, Saw painter put the pots on the
deck, but nothing else; after ‘black smoke paseed
off saw -fire; smoke had the odor of tdrpentine;
odor was étrong; “attempted 10 stop engine; did
not; fire burnt his_face; bewildered “with’smoke;
something got under the bow; could not see what
it'was; people rushing.past prevented -him, and
filled up gangway; balf minute trying; pulledpin
out.of throttle lever; effectto shut off sieam, make
ber run slower; went aft fo go on to promenade
deck; met Capt. T. on stairs, he asked if I could
stop the engine; I told him I could not and get

 back alive. Went on the upper deck, captain came
up and said he thought she was lost, there was no
chance of eaving her; went fo get over the yawl
boat; captain, 2d mate, 2d engineer -and one pas-

senger; got the boat over; paseengers jumped in °
from main deck; she struck a sea; she swamped
and carried cranesand tackle ‘with her; -thinks the

' erane struck 2d engineer, if so killed him; flames
were now bursting out of the ‘boat in every direc-
tion; pulled up a piece of a bench, threw it over;
two men seized it and made off; put- handson rail, -




il important fact that would tend to throw’ light' upon
1 the cause vhu:hled.to the dm., gz I Lx Ak

‘pipe; six families in -all, one saved; we ordlmrily

itwas on fire, and burnt my bands; I nmended
jumping over; Elét &o; then Tan and jamped over; X
this was-athe stern.. . Explosion wwas ‘torpentine
he thinks { Earpentér told bim “afier thal he had ..
uken two demuohns off from his tool chest ;
carpenter wanied to get out his toals; carpemer af-
ter the fire told him he did not think turpentine
would expand so;. thought i it was. oil; witness di- -
rected carpenter to make some plugs; it was now
7 o’clock; it then became neceseary for carpenter o~
g0 1o his chest—tool chest #as on boiler deck, under
_stairs, {80 many Dutch people on deck and from
the position of the ‘demijohne off the . chest-and on. .
boiler deck, ghey- would not be discovered) on.
the _chest they wonld;  carpenter gaid . they (the -
Dmch)wem not on chesta short time before;carpen-
ter's name is Harrieon Foster, was saved, butis
not here; demejohin, if broken, the fluid would run .
between boilers and iuto furnace doors; my opin.
jon is that the fire originated from the demijohn of’
turpentine; believes the expanson of the turpentine -
horst the demijohn; two persons were Iaymg witlez, 4
in’ two feet ofdeh’ijohﬁ, ‘two children at their feet;
demijohn must bivé been within two Teet of smoke *,

carry 18t 20 inches of steam, at this time 17 ine’:
ches; safety valve--weighited for 20 nncheo, woqld
¢xpand in 15 minutes by such a fire, ®0 @8 to stop '
engine; if, the boiler had barst, I nhonld haye -
Jknown it; it eould‘uo(havebeen the case. . |
The ondewg M. {Parmialee wos taken after
this witness, but do@ not show. any very mnteml or
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. 07 Mr. thno m-heo lhe follomng quhﬁ
auon 10 be made.in bis testimony.- For the words_
“ nearl,ynlhhe'hh boa(shlve sthis_guard,” reed
i It is_mot eustomary for low pressure. boats fo.
have this. ;nau! ;but is proper and -'neeeauq “5:

hlthiohvon.u i

Bexzrrr oy mSm:u—Tﬁe report wheh
lppeuedmtbe Republican -this morning,is not.
wﬂicnendy egplicit. .. The public would. doubtless’
wuh to know wht- mthe total receipts iind ‘the
amount dpdncuaﬂ!ﬂefrom for the use of the house,”
throwifig ‘out’ df course ;the.. night’s salary of ;h&
eompmy, w o very gcnerouly wndend ;Imr wr-
‘“ee.' £ '&.f S aaretia s, [o st Zon % --""".'"‘":
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The n’vennnon between Capt. T. ahd the 2d ma
wokplaoeabont.‘i or6 o'clock, mdaﬁer leavi
pon frequently put fteight over the boiler dec!
fand it.remaing there’ during the trip ;. has know)
the boiler deck on the Erie to take fire before:th
new deck nnd since the new deck was'put on ;'
new deck was puton last August.. Thenew d
dlﬂ'em from the old by.being Taised ymdalnpn rnuro,'
no particular difference between the old and new,
{deck, except the new: was made wBironger ; com
ont of the birih, went to the after part of the boat,
saw the hooking on the starboard small boat ; then
went to the opposite side of the ‘boat ; saw passen-
gers ronnd the boat there, trying to hook' the tackles’
on the boat but did not  know how to go to work 7|
took out -his knife and - cot the Tope yarns,
and hooked ‘on".the fackles ;- gave ‘orders to
Loist ‘the boat: they hoisted bowa, one -man:
lat-the stern tackle and he conld not hoist her; s
then saw_the flame rushing through the after sky-
lights ; then looked on'the side and saw it come!
out through the quarter deck ‘stauncheons. “The
man Tet the boat go, and ran to the other side; went
to the other side and saw the first boat i in‘the water;
2 jumped down the rail, off the promenade deck-and
lbe buggagemom by M. H’E""’ the-2d o jumped on board ; dld not see the caplain nlter the'
by order of Capt.- Trrus; saw. nothing “else fire broke out, 1ill T jumped into the: water ;, saw
boiler del‘-k- Af other ‘articles had - bee there I | the first boat lowered away into the water ; didn’t
v seen ‘them; i lhmk- 0 rc pots see any of the officers of the boat getting the small.
boat away ; thinks it was about three or five min-.
I utes afier he came out of his berth before he jump-
ed into the water ; does not know how.the old bois.
ler deck took fire ; the old boiler deck took firéin
all thiree times, during the time he was on board’;
the boat has never taken fire in other places sinco
uleep, when .the ﬁrebmke out. -~ Saw fife coming. he Tias been on board #s an officer. The 24 mate
up thro”thesky "ih‘ of the promenade deck and stowrd the freight on the forward pért of the boat ;
mnnd or nearthe pipea; ‘was 12 or 15 f“‘-‘ die- i was off duty; it was tho second mate’s watch from
i o Bnﬂhlo o Dunkirk ; wason board the Erie last
deck, thro” the sky lights ; ‘the:flames arose 6 feet (NI when the accident ocearred to her ; says it
above’ ﬂ,edeck heardmoexp]omon before I heard is common - for passengers to- eleep on the-boiler
the cry. of-fire ; -heard no noiss while lying n my deck ; the smoke pipe does not get red hot where
‘betth, previous to the alarm. - Fire might possibly. it comes out of the hurricane deck ; emigrants are
be communicated from the beat of the boilers. If not allowed to move their baggage alter it is on the
anfy thing ehould burst and be spilt upon'the boiler |10, ; ‘could not know personally all the freight
', it must firstrun. ‘thro* the deck’ wblch was | that isplaced on theboat ; did 5ot see the stearboat,
* Painta could not have been ‘placed Rochester that evening ; says there was a fire ea-:
ov the boilers unless carried there by thie Pﬂ"m- gihé on board, kept forward the wheel house ; says
themselves. - Do- not - know " that the paints were Il ttio~engine was in order; saw it used on *Friday
ere: passed ‘1‘"‘8 the box]er deck “several time® Wil cfore (ho fire ; thinks the ‘engine was enveloped
during the evening, but did not b6S Ay paints. in flames in half a minute afier'the fire broke ou
went. ;mn _;hnlf an ~hour before going into 1 it »gnt rondy foruse ina moment.
--Saw.the “pots.brought on 'board" about 2 [l 170 bemtumd.ﬂ*




