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“John

Maynard“

(p. 8, c.2)

MURDOCH’S READINGS.
| Final Sunday Aftermoon Intellectual Enter.
tainment of the beason.

The crowded audience anaiting the appesr-
ance of Mr, James E. Murdock in the Grand The recitalion was mterrupted by applause
Opera-louse, yesterday afternoon, Was in- of Webster s «wntence, that  The law protects
formed by Mr. Whelpley that the series of the innocent by punisliing the guilty  The
Sunday alternoon lecture entertainments was - house rang with applause at the conclu~ion o[|
at'an end for the season, and that the surplus [the speach |
of the proceeds of the course will be used for The unpublished pocm of the ¢ Pilot of Tale
benevolent purposes and applied to the relief Erie,” by Frank Murdocly, dereased, a talented
of worthy poor, neither of whom it would be and promising nephew of Mr. Murdoch, fol-
proper or delicate to name in public, but those lowed. It isa graplhic picture of aship on fire
who had contributed to the 3eceipts could rest <teered for the shore by the [aithiul pilot, John
assured that not a dollar but would be placed Maynard, wbo perzshed in the flames just as
v.h\ire :elhelfl is ;nost nieddedh . fine 11 the fated vecsel l‘(‘a(;!,led it.

P R ¥ Vi riy eling a L1 ¥ r
operfvd t:; e?fteﬁ{:men?b;tuéhg:ﬁeadrngof Ishcnda" 3 l"del f“ as pven as Murdoch
Yaul s speech before King Agrippa that seeined only can give 1t He fir<t read 1t mx public n
to present & new text, so vivid and powerful this eity at the close of the war, aixl can not
the meaning conveyed by the W;CG a'i‘l man- have been foreotten. Another pral of applause
T O T e e oy the reronoed expressed not only the admiration but the
Maffet put the audience in the Lest frame of patrintie fechings ot the assembly,
mind for the [rominent piece of the pro- Mr. Murdoch closed with a riaitation of the
gramiae, llggnl\ei,h\l“'gbﬂgrie’;ve%g’b;{wsg_lg;‘i toucking poem of “Wounded and Mustered
Masz, in 1550, Mr Murdoedh prefagt:d tne oo .

|resding Dy a few pertinent remarks Iesmd
that in connection with that part of lus pre-
gramme he had 1mposed upon himself a duty
over and above thai of the mere elerutionist
or reader. 1le wonld attempt the love labor
of a fcrvent expositor of the work of & man

who 1 hiz day and generation bore
on Ins broad shoulders, Atlaslike, 1the

=oul and substance  of the consti-
tution of Ins country. ‘Gifted heyond
others nf his elase, he expounded and defended
the principles of our charter, so that they
nuzhit he maintained 1n the same strength and
durabnlity as those Gospel traths which have
veen the cloud Ly day*and the fery pllar by
night,gmding an che er.ng the nations through
the hights and shadows of their earthy mi-
grunaze. Mr Welbster has pointed directly to
the allamportant fact that the conscientious
discharge of the almost sacred duties of the
jurvman is the pivot on which turas the safety
of the titiren s best interests and his life; the
eafeguard of the innocent from the assaults of
the guilty—u here the duty ot the juryman 19
shnnned or neglected, society s endangered,
the general confidence 1s shaken, a gloomy
prospeet 18 foreshadowed, 10 whicli is ceen the
wrechaze of the pablic weal.  The anchors of
suciety wrendhed from therr holdings amd a
ranng  <ca  of disorder an fearful
rmn. Think for a moment on the
every-dav evidences 1n the public press
of outrage and maurder perpetrated in every

securn of our land.  Then It them resolve the
dread question whether or notthe lansare to
blame, or that they are not admamnstered with
that alacrity and trmne<c whith are such im-
perative factors in worhing out the interest
and purpnse of lanful anthority and the ends
of jusiue.’ |

ihe rceitavion recalled the stage days of the
distenguushed artist, when he was hnovwn only
to the pubhc asan actor.

In that once famous case one of {he murder-
ers confessed, one committed suicide, the third
was tried convuted and executed. Mr Web-
ster’s speech  depicted the enmen ail its as-
yeus and effects upon soclety  In the recita-
tion of dMr. Murdoch the thrilling effect of the
great junst's words was reproduced nyon the
audience,




“Pilot
of Lake
Erie”

The Harrisburg Daily Patriot (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania), April 12, 1881, p. 1, c. 4:

. JAMES E. MURDOCH,

Brief Sketch of the Early Life of the Emi-
~~““. nent Actor: - ‘ L,

- Want of roem hagprevented a lengthy
notice of the entertainment at the opera
Louse on-Thursday night last, when Mr,
James:E. ‘Murdoch the eminent. actor and
elocutionist delighted a large audience of
our most intelli%ent people .in a varied
programme of select readings. . Whenthe.
grey haired gentleman made -his: bow. . to
the large assemblage lie met with . a most
cordial reception. For there were.many
in the audience who recogunized in the ven-’
:erable personage before them the'great ac-
tor of over a generation ago. = They went
Bto the opera house to look once more en
that face whick in the older days-had-de-
cpicted to them all -the passions of..the

’aé,lp%uence had entranced them night after
x)ixgt from the stage of the Arch street,
oid;Chestnut. street and Walnnt. street
| theatres in Philadelphia. They had con-
fidénce.in Mr. Murdoch’s ability to prove
‘equally-as entertaining as, lhe once. was,
andithelr trust was well rewarded.’ -Mr,
Murdoch’s selections were from his favor--
:ite authors, and it were vain to-attompt a.

“description of the reading of -each individ--

ual piece.  Every one of thein was ren-:
-dered by & 1master veice, with the -old
time melody of accent, and grace of ges-
ture for which he was always so - fawmous.
Advancing years have mellowed the voice
though not decreased its power. Hig se-
lections from Hamlet were listened to
‘with profound attention, broken only by,
-bursts of applause, whick were frequent.

“The wonderful “One Hoss Shay’’ ‘was
readt with a carerul respect to all the ue-
“tails of its witty cemposition. ‘‘Paul
‘Revere's Ride’’ and the “Pilot of Lake
TFrie,”” were by far the most interesting
readings of the evening inasmuch ag' the
great powers of Mr. Murdoch’s voice had
tull scope in their rendition.: -The con-
cluding dramatic sketch from Dickens was
a choice bit of character reading -which
-wits well received by the: audience who
entered fully intd the spirit of the thing,
and lavghed from the beginning of it to
the end. : '

Mr. Murdoch was:seventy years of .age
on the 25th of January last, and is a re-’

markably well preserved man. He con-

*drama; to hear that voice whose powerful

siders himself as hearty as the average
young man of the day. A life of study and
careful habits has been his from boyhood.
Takiog to the stage in early life from
a love of the actor’s profession, ‘he threw
his heart into the enterprise and reached
the highest peint of greatness as an actor.
At the age of twenty James IS. Muardoch
and Edwin Forrest played togé&ther on the
stage of the'little theatre that stood tor
many a year on Prune street -near Sixth,
Philadelphia, and it may. be said of them
that here they each dated the beginning
ot their eventtul theatrical careers., I'rom
about 1844 to the breaking out of the war
Mr, M. performed the leading roles’in
Shakespeare's plays and the old English
comedies in the principal cities of the
Union, from the New 'lingland States to
New Orleans, and became an acknowl-
edged favorite wherever he appeared. "At
times for a season hewould quittheactor’s
life to lecture, and give. lessons in ‘elocu+
tion, a subject inwhich heis to-day the
best authority in the country. Losing a
son, who was killed in battle in Virginia,
fighting for the Union in the early. part of
the war, he quit the stage and devoted his
time and enorgy to the cause of his coun-
try, going from camp .to "‘eamp encour-
aging by his presence the soldiers to in-
creased exertions to rescue their country

from an impending destruction. He gave
readings whenever opportunity offered for
the sanitary fund and did.all that lay in*
his. power for the advancement of the
cause. At this time actors of 1nediocre
talent were making fortuunes, as at no time
in the history of the American stage-was
it better patronized than during. the war,

‘Mr. Murdoch at the close of the war re-

tired to one of hisfarmsiu Warren county,

Ohio, where in his log cabin located in the
woods near his farm house he gave lessons

to a chosen few in.elocution, A Recently he
moved - “with ~ hig’ ~ family of .: two

daughters  into Cincinnati,- selling
one- of -his: farms. -and’’ rTenting .the-
other, .Lis .:love. - of - active.:life’
making- that ‘of tlie 'farmer "too”mono-
tonous. He came direct herse.:from: Cin-
cinnati. . From heérehe went, to Philadel-
phia, wbere within thé next two; weeks he
gives six readings-before the'scheol of ora-.
tory. . Thence he leaves: for Cape  Aun
near Gloucsester, Masnachusetts, where .at

bis fisher’s cottage he-spends his summers.

(Continued on next page)



Mr. Murdoch is.one of the most genial of .
gentlemen, and in conversational: powers.|
‘ranks among. the’ greatest. ' He' ‘numbers
among.his friends- the most eminent in the
land, and nothing. gives -him -more. pleas-
use: than to converse . on” matters  pertain--
ing to theé past, or to incidents.of his trayel
when"in Europe, . In’ tmvelmg eitheron: 1
pleasure or bumness e is constantly ac-
companied in his déclining years by one’
of his daughters, Miss Fanny, a brightin-.
telligent young lady, -whose face bears a
resemblance to that of her-father, .while |
her conversation indicates the genius of
that'great man. Herdevotion to him is
constant, and the feeling meets with due
rcciproca,non from the parent. It is to be
hoped that titne will 'spare him to visit our
city again, where he' will : always be sure ‘
ofa hearty welcome, -

Sheet), p. 2,c.5:

The Commercial Gazette (Cincinnati), Sunday, March 23, 1884 (Extra

——

James E. Murdoch Reading at the Grand
Opera- l(on«w.

M. Hurdoch’s progmmme for the reading to-Gay
is £lied with cheice gems, Including “Sberidan’s
Ride,” “Sandolphon,” *TLe Blory of tbe Trusnt Boy,”

Daniel Webster's aryument jn & once celebrated
murder case, L by dhe late
Fraok nnmm“q; “Iauls D’emasem tc:mdeAgﬂ o*
shakapears’s Ten A '* an ¢ tender an

thete m of "\ioung::d ard Mustered Out." in
which be will recite the Lord s Prayer. The reading
izalthe Gnnd Opera houts, at 3 o’clocx 10-day,




The Boston Herald, Nov. 26, 1882, p. 5, c. 2:

Frank Hitchcock Murdoch,
playwright, poet, and actor
(1843-1872)

BOSTON THEATRE.
LAST TIME THIS sm;

mremmmnmw

- JAMES E.

I!BDBBH

'WILL GWE

]]BAHATI(} EX?BESSIMT

 SELECT BEABINI}S ,
'l'ms SUNDAY EVEN’G

N‘ov'. 26.
THE PROGRAMME.

:Extmatromthe)ew Testapent, hnl Berom o
mﬂmmmtsontbe chnmeraml
Eloquence of the Grest Apostie. o

Sandalphon, the An~el of Praser._II. W. Longtellow

Mwood,hbormrm'u & Story of the
Apennines... w-+-T. Buchanan Bn_d

Scene from Jalias Czsar. including the (ratlons :
of Brutus and Marc Antony,with comments on
the eloquence of ihe Shakespearean ofalors. .

How They Brought the Good Nexs from Ghent

. to Aix.. : .=Robert Browning
The Pilot of Lake Erie (by request), an unpod- . -

Hshed poem. eose . FrEDk MuTdnch
Admission SUc. A few reserved seats at 25¢ extra.

Box Office open Today fmtnl"tolandatGodo&.
Doors open at 7:30: Readingat




0 BOSTON HERALD,
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{1 M, PULSIFER & (0, Publishers

BOSTON, TUESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 18, 1%

PRESS CLUB ENTERTAINMENT.

The annual entertalnment of tbe Boston
Press Club, which takes place atthe Bostun
Theatre next Thursday aflernoon,promisestio
be one of the principal events of the season,and
will be witnessed by a large aud fasblonable
audience. Nearly every aramatic and musi-
cal organtzation on the New England circuit
has volunteered 1:s service, and, while it has
been found mmpossibla to utiuize all these
Kind offers, enough have been' selected to
take thie dili vne of great varlety ana rare
attraction. Thne programme as arranged 1n-
cludes tne following admirable features: Nr,
and Mrs. Dav.- Qaks, from Austiu & Stone’s
Museum, 1o 2 new speclalty sketcir; Mr. Ar-
thur Plummer, the young coruetlst; Mr. H.
L. Southwick, O. B., and mr. Morris S. Kuhas,
; 1 Rivals” ; Mlgs

y am e

Park Theatre, .in tue second act of M.

Kidder’s new comeay, “rhilopene’: Air.
James E. Murdoch, tne distinguished elocu-
tionist, who will read “John Maynard. the
Pilor of Lake Erle’ writien by his nepkew,
Mr. Frank K. Murdoch; song by Mr. Josep
»AYhite; selections By the Boston Ided
Banjo, — and Guits Saty Mr.
Y. trem the Hol-
lis Street Theatre, in the firsg act ot *‘Conn
the Shaughraun’; Mi1ss Lucte Piits, soprano,
accompanied py Sig. Roroll; recitallon by
Mr. lLouls Aldrich; Mr. George W. Wisoa,
Mr. Boyd Patnam, Mr. Arthur Falkland, Mr.
H. P. Whittemore, Miss Helen Daype ana
Miss Annie Chester of the Boston Museum
company ic “The Ingaisitive Darkey’’; M.
Maris. batitone ot the Grau French opera
company; the Harvara quartet; the Boston
Theatre company 1o tue ibird act of

“A Ruon of Luck)” Ilntroducwx the
thoronvhbrea horses and the hunting
dogs; Mr. Edmund T. Pkelan, humorisr, with
imitadions, tncluding an imitasion in costume
of Mr. Henry E Dixey as he sings “It's
Engiish, ¥You Know'; E! Nilno Eddy, acro-
batic siack rope daancer from the aiety Mu-
see and Bijon Theatre; Thomas and \Watson
of the World's dMusenm and Windsor Thea-
tre fn_an Ethiopian skeieh cailed “Thowp-
son’s Dead.”” The music will be under tne
direction of Alr. N. Loihlap of the Bosiop
Theatre, and the accompanmiments will be
played by afr. J. A. Howard. The perform-
ance will besin at 1 o’clock promplly, owinz
to the length of the DL Handsome hoase
programmes wiil be sapplied Dy the Rand-
Avery Comrany. A few good seats remaln
unsold, and tLose who desire to attena the
performance should secure them at once, as
the probability is that tt will be Impossible
10 purchase sears on the day of the enter-
tainment,

Page 2, Column 3

DRI TWA movmes

Frank Murdoch’s middle
initial should read “H” for
“Hitchcock.”




